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Rescue Operation 


















THAT’S 
THE 7TH 
THERE .^VISION 
ARE BARRACKS. 
ABOUT 30 
S0LP1ERS 

IN THERE. k / 


' APPAR- ' 
ENTLY 
THAT 
BU1LPING 
USEP 
TO BE A 
STORE, 
SO THE 
WINPOWS 
ARE 

. BARREP , 


THE 

ENTRANCE 


GUARPEP 

By 

SOLPIERS 
ALL NIGHT 
LONG. 



































A NORMAL 
PERSON 
FACING A 
RAGING 
BEAR 
WOULPN’T 
BE ABLE 
TO SHOOT 
EVEN IF 
THEY HAP - 
{ A GUN. / 


f WITH \ 
PEATH 
STARING 
THEM IN 
THE FACE, 
THEVP BE , 
PARALYZEP | 
1 WITH I 
i PEAR. il 


BUT 

SUGl- 

MOTO 

IS 

PIFFER- 

ENT. 


SUG1MOTO 
mvs A 
my to 

SURVIVE 
By WALKING 
OH TUB 
BPGBOF 
PEATH. 


f SURVIVED 
THE FIGHT 
BECAUSE 
OF HIS 
[INCREPlBLEi 
I COURAGE. 


f HE \ 
EVEN POVE 
STRAIGHT 
INTO A BEAR'S 
PEN. ASIPE 
FROM MY 
FATHER,I 
PIPN’T THINK 
ANYONE 
WAS BRAVE 
ENOUGHTO , 
i POTHAT. / 


WATS 

WUYHFS 

CALLBP 

IMMORTAL 

SUOIMOTO! 




























HEY, 
KNOCK 
IT Off! 


isiifl 















































































































































































































ASIKPA. 


SOMETHING 

SPOOKEP 

THE 

HORSES. 





















THE 

HORSES 

HAVE 

NOTICEP 

US. 


SHOOT? 

THEVVE 

CAUGHT 

RETAR’S 

SCENT. 


FORGET IT? 
HURRY THE 
HELL UP ANP 
GET THESE 
CUFFS OFF 
ME? 


OH, SHIT. 
SOUNPS LIKE 
WE MIGHT 
HAVE A 
PROBLEM. 


i HORSE 
| THIEVES 
























































































i you 

f GAP- . 
TOOTHEP 
LITTLE 
\ SHIT, i 
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THE 
SLEPSE 
IS REAPy 

for you, 

SIR! 


TAKE HIM 
TO THE 
BEST 
HOSPITAL 
IN OTARU! 


I PON T 
CARE IF yC 

3 Tueu G -m HAVE T0 

™ WAKE THf 
TREAT DOCTORS 
SUGIMOTO/ ^ 

GUNPOINT. 


MAKE 
SURE 
TO FINP 
OUT THE 
HIPING 
PLACE 
BEFORE 
HE PIES... 
GOT IT?/ 


I'LL 

FOLLOW 
ON My 
HORSE, 
SO KEEP 
TALKING 
TO HIM... 


I WON’T PIE, 

goppammit; 


WE’LL 


you. 























SOMETHING 
SEEMS 
TO HAVE 
SPOOKEP THE 
HORSES, ANP 
WE’RE HAVING 
TROUBLE 
GETTING THEM 
SAPPLEP/ 


IS MY 
HORSE 
REAPy 
yET? 




















OR PIP 
SUGIMOTO 
PUT THIS 
BAyONET 
VlN yOURsF 
HANP? 


HMM? 


THERE ARE 
BLOOPy 
FINGERPRINTS 
ON THE 
UNPERSIPE OF 
THIS BEIT... 




mak 


WHY PIP \ 

you repo i 

HIS BELT J 
AFTER YOU i 
KILLEP HIM, 
SUOIMOTO? j 































































































































































































WHAT ON 
EARTH PIP 
THIS? 


NO RETAR, 
you CAN'T 
EAT THIS. 


THE POISON 
USED FOR 
AINU ARROWS 
COLLECTS 
AROUND THE 
ENTRY WOUND 
AFTER THE 
ANIMAL'S DEATH. 

IF AN AREA 
ABOUT THE SIZE 
OF A FIST IS CUT 
AWAY, THE REST 
OF THE ANIMAL'S 
MEAT IS STILL 
EDIBLE. 
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OR 

SHOULP 
ISA Y, 
SUGIMOTO 
ANP HIS 
ACCOMPLICES... 
PERHAPS WE 
SHOULP LEAVE 
FINPING THE 
TATTOOEP 
SKINS TO 
THEM... 


SUGIMOTO. 


THEY SEEM 
TO BE A 
BIT MORE 
COMPETENT 
THAN WE 
ARE. 



COULPN T 


ENTER YOUR 


QUARTERS 


TO RETRIEVE 


THE 


TATTOOEP 


SKIN. 


LIEUTENANT 
TSURUMI, I'M 
TERRIBLY 
SORRY SIR. 

THE FIRE 
SPREAP TOO 
QUICKLY... 



LIEUTENANT/ 
SOMEONE 
SET FIRE 
TO THE 
BARRACKS... 





























cbbbpy 

BASTAXP. 


SO THAT'S 
WHY I 
COULPN'T 
f INP IT 
ANYWHBXB... 


m 

SWEATING 
THANKS 
TO THIS. 

















STOP/ 
I SAIP 
STOP/ 


WHOA/ 

WHOA, 

THERE/ 


ASIPPA. 


anp you 

HAP TO 
SAVE ME 
IN THE 
ENP. 


I AM SO 
PATHETIC. 












































WELL 
THEN. 
WHAT PO 
WEPO 
ABOUT 
THIS 
HORSE? 


WHAT 

POYOU 

MEAN? 




...THEY 


MIGHT 


BE ABLE 


BESPES 


IT WOULP 


BE A 


THIS 
IS AN 
ARMY 
urtocc 


ANP 

LOOK 

HOW 

ATTACHEP 
HE IS 
TOME 
ALREAPy. 



















































I HAP 
IT ONCE 
WHEN 
I WAS IN 

yosHi- 

WARA, IN 
ASAKUSA. 


"SAKURA 

NABE?" 

WHAT’S 

THAT? 


WAS SO 
PAMNEP 
GOOP. - 


IT’S X 
HORSE 
MEAT 
COOKEP 
KINPA LIKE 
SUKiyAKL. 


/ IT’S 
PRETTY 
POPULAR 
IN 

TOKyO 
RIGHT . 
\ NOW. / 






























NO... 
THAT’S 
NOT WHAT 
I MEANT... 


yOU’RE 

SAYING 
I'M A 
BURPEN. 



























I'VE HEARP 
THAT A 
COMPRESS 
OF RAW 
HORSE MEAT 
CAN HELP 
TO REPUCE 
SWELLING 
ANP 

\ BLEEPING. / 


KEEP IT 
PRESSEP 
AGAINST 
YOUR 
FACE. 


WHAT 

?! 


SUGIMOTO, 
I'VE PECIPEP 
THAT WORKING 
TOGETHER 
WOULP HELP 
BOTH OF US 
WITH OUR 
GOALS... 


I'VE 

ALREAPy 
LOST My 
FATHER. 


I MAPE THAT 
CHOICE, SO I 
PECIPEP TO 
COOPERATE. 




















THESE 
EGGS, I 
ALSO FOUNP 
SOME 
CABBAGE 
v ANP 
\ BURPOCK 
ROOT A 


’ THEY 
EVEN GAVE 
ME SOME 
soy SAUCE, 
SUGAR ANP 
i SAKE. J 


ALL 

THANKS 
TO THIS 
UNIFORM. 













































OH, 

ASIRPA/ 


THIS/ 


THIS LEAN 
HORSE MEAT 
GOES SO 
WELL WITH 
THE RICH 
FLAVOR OF 
THE MISO... 


WE APPEP 


JUST THE 


AHH/ THIS 
IS SO 
GOOP/ 






















GOTTA 


SB THE 


CULTURAL 


PIFFERENCE 


BETWEEN 


AINU ANP 


JAPANESE 


IT’S 
INTER¬ 
ESTING 
TO SEE THE 
THINGS 
WE PON’T 
AGREE ON. 





















































































































































I’M 
OLP 
TOGO 
RUNNING 
OFF WITH 

you. 


IF ONLY 
MYBOPY 
WERE A 
LITTLE 
MORE 
SPRY... 




IT’S 

HARP TO 
BELIEVE 
YOU'RE 
OLPER 
THAN I 
AM. 


HIJIKATA. 


I’M 

SHOCKEP 
TO SEE YOU 
LOOKING SO 
YOUNG... 






















mpoNWm^ 
mb msoLv> 
iFABT^flS^THBi 

wM$um\iBvm 

AS TUB&BST 
SWOBVSMAN 
— UNTUBA-A 
SmSBNGUM\?l 


NAGAKUZA 

SHINPACHI?! 


you're 

AFTER 
/MORE THAN 
JUST THE 
GOLP, 
AREN'T 
YOU? 










































WINCHESTER, MODEL \l% RlfLE 
HOLDS 14 Ro|/NDS 



RoRCHARDT C-93 PISToL 
HOLDS l R.OI/NDS 




Ghost 






WE’RE GOING 
TO MEET A 
MAN CALLEP 

ZENJ1RO 

SHIBUKAWA. 

HE’S NOT 
ONE OF THE 
TATTOOEP 
PRISONERS... 


r we ^ 

f RECEIVEP 1 
! INFO 1 
THAT HE'S 1 
REASSEMBLEP 
HIS OLP 
CREW ANP IS 
LyiNGLOW J 
. AROUNP THE J 
i OUTSKIRTS J 
I OF J 
m, OTARU. M 


HE'S THE 
HEAP OF A 
BANP OF 
THIEVES, 
ANP WELL 
RESPECTEP 
BY HIS 
„ MEN. J 


BUT HE \ 
WAS 

RECENTLy 

RELEASED 

FROM 

i KABATO I 
I PRISON, i 



















ANP YOUR 
PLAN 
IS TO 
RECRUIT 
HIM ANP 
HIS MEN? 


/ IPON'T 1 
THINK HE'P 
BE TOO 
HAPPY TO 
SEE US 
JUST SHOW 
UP ON HIS 
V POOR- k 
\ STEP. 


f IF 1 
f NAGA- \ 
KURA'S 
INFO IS 
RIGHT, 
THERE ARE 
12 GUYS 
\ IN THAT / 
\ GANG. / 


/ WELL, 1 
' IT'S JUST 1 
YOU, ME 
ANP EIGHT 
OTHER , 
\ YOUNG I 
\ THUGS. / 


f IF 
THINGS 
GO SOUTH, 
WE'LL BE 
AT A P1S- 
APVANTAGE. 


WHAT WINS 
BATTLES ARE 
PEOPLE WHO 
ARE REAPY 
TO SACRIFICE 
THEMSELVES 
FOR YOU. 


IT’S NOT 
THE HEAP 
COUNT 
THAT 
MATTERS. 


WELL, 
THAT’S 
NOT A 
GOOP 
WAY TO 
START 
THINGS 
OFF. 




























IF 

YOU WANT 
TO LIVE, EE 
PREPARE? 
TO PIE 




















IT'S BEEN 
A WHILE, 
ZENJIRO 
SHIBUKAWA. 


HEy.' WHO 
THE FUCK 

saip you 

COULP 
COME IN 
HERE?' 



































YOU REALLY 
HELPEP ME 
OUT BACK AT 
KABATO. 


upsy 
PAisy / 


AWW 


WHAT A 


SWEET 


LITTLE 


RASCAL 


YOU ARE' 


CMERE! 
























































































ANP TELL \ 
YOUR MEN 
HIPING BEH1NP 
THOSE 
SLIPING 
POORS TO 
LAY POWN 
THEIR 
WEAPONS. 























































































































...OF TUB SO THIS 

SHINSBNGUMI'S IS TUB 

VtCB MBRCILBSi 

COMMANPBR?! FACB... 


NOONB 
GBTS 
OUT OF 
HBRB 
ALIVB! 




: 
























































































IN THE ENP, 
THIS MAN 
WASN’T EVEN 
CLOSE TO 
THE CALIBER 
KONPO 
WAS... 


WE’RE 

PULLING 

OUT/ 



















THERE 

ARE 

COUNTLESS 
PEOPLE WHO 
WANT TO 
LIBERATE 
THIS LAND 
OF EZO. 


f SORRy, 1 
f BUT I'M 1 
ONLY 

INTERESTED i 
{ IN THE i 
k SOLD. A 


/ WHO 1 
/ WOULD 1 
f TAKE yOUR 1 
DREAM OF i 
TAKING OVER 
I HOKKAIDO J 
\ SERIOUSLY j 


OH? AND 
WHERE 
MIGHT 
THEy BE? 






















1 ASIRPA. 





















































ALL 

RIGHT/ 


ASIRPA. 


LET’S 

GO 

AFTER 

IT/ 



POES 

ANEZO 

PEER 

TASTE 

GOOP? 


1 THE BRAIN 
IS TASTY 
WITH SOME 
SALT ON IT, 
SUGIMOTO. I 
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THE SURFACE 

OF THE SNOW 

IS HARP, BUT 

THIS IS 


UNPERNEATH, 

CALLED 


IT’S SOFT... 

MONAKA 


MY FEET KEEP 

(WAFER) 


GETTING STUCK, 

SNOW. 


V ANP IT'S HARP , 
\ TO WALK... / 




























































































ASIKPA? 





















































IN FACT, ...IN TUB OLP 

• 1 THERE PAYS, THERE 
SWERE'SO WERE MORE 
MANY THAT PEER THAN 

* PEOPLE THERE ARE 


m 


NOW. 


f *HUNTING 
». PUT* THEIR 

















I WGZBATS: 
[NUMBBRiOFJ 

iTHmviepM 



RECORDS FROM 
1879 (MEIJI12) 

IN FACT INDICATE 
THAT THE WEATHER 
THAT WINTER WAS 
ABNORMAL. IT 
WAS ONE OF THE 
CATALYSTS THAT LED 
TO THE EXTINCTION 
OF THE HOKKAIDO 
WOLVES. 




TUB SNOW 
WAS SO 
PBB? THAT 
THBPBBZ 
COULP NOT 
PIG PBBP 
BNOUGH TO 
RBACH POOP. 

























































, HE RAN 
THROUGH 

V SEARCH \ \ t]J\cj/£t 
J FORBLOOP y 7HICKfeT - 
/ PROPS ON m 
THE BAMBOO!'A A 

GRASS'WE 

\ NEEP TO FINP J / i 

\ WHERE HE 

\ EX1TEP THE >.* »> 

A THICKET. r V A 




























/ you 

f BUT MATAGI 
COMPAREP MIGHT 
TO THE THINK 
MASSIVE you 
SIZE OF HUNT 
THE BROWN BEARS 
BEARS WE 
HAVE IN 
HOKKAIPO 


THE BLACK 
BEARS yOU 
HUNT ARE 
LIKE CUBS. 


' BUT 
LOOK AT THIS 
LITTLE POG. 
THE AINU HAVE 
TRAINEP HIS 
BREEP TO BE 
FEARLESS 
EVEN IN THE 
FACE OF 
\ BROWN , 
\ BEARS. A 


















THAT 
MURATA 
RIFLE YOU’RE 
USING... My 
FATHER, 
WHO WAS 
A MATAGI, 
ALSO 

USEP THAT 
MOPEL... , 


USING A 
GUN LIKE 
THAT ISN’T A 
MATTER OF 
PERSONAL 
PREFERENCE. 
IT'S JUST 
OUT OF 
PATE. 


HR/M PH/ 


THAT RIFLE 
you’VE 
GOT 
HOLPS 
FIVE 

ROUNPS, 

RIGHT? 


THAT’S 
CERTAINLy 
QUITE 
USEFUL. I 


IF IT’S 
A SOW, 
GIVE IT 
AGOOP 
FUCKING/ 



































STAY OUTTA 
THIS PUEL THIS ONE, 
IS BETWEEN MATAGl 

ME ANP THE SOLPIER... 

BEAR. 


AREN’T 
YOU GOING 
TO GET 
SOME 
SPARE 
ROUNPS 
v REAPy? / 




...ALWAYS 

HOLPS 

SOME 

SPARE 

ROUNPS 

BETWEEN 

HIS 

FINGERS... 


ANY 
HUNTER 
THAT USES 
A MURATA 
RIFLE... 


...SO 
HE CAN 
QUICKLY 
RELOAP 
IF HE 
MISSES 


IF YOU 

...YOULL HAVE FIVE 
START TO ROUNPS... 
THINK YOU 
HAVE FIVE 
CHANCES. 

THAT’S 

WHERE 7 

YOU’RE 

WRONG. / 


























if you 

GBT ALL 
STIFFENS 
UP, you’PE 
F1NISHEP. 








































THIS FACE... 
THIS BEAR 
WOULP HAVE 
EVENTUALLY 
BECOME A 
i MAN-EATER, i 


l \AVHll7 ( /7^ 


HOW PO 
YOU KNOW 
\ THAT? . 


I’LL CUT 
HER OPEN 
RIGHT 
NOW ANP 
PROVE IT 
TO YOU. 


FEMALE 
BEARS 
ARE MORE 
VIOLENT 
ANP A 
HELL OF 
A LOT 
SCARIER. 


JUST LIKE 
HUMANS, 
WOULPN'T 
YOU SAY? 
NYAH HA 
, HA! , 


/ ANP IT 
/ LOOKS 
LIKE SHE 
I HASN'T 
i HAP ANY 
1 CUBS 
[I, BEFORE., 


f IT’S THE 1 
KINPOF 
BEAR THAT 
GETS MORE 
AGGRES- 
\ SIVE WITH 
V TIME. / 


HOW PO 1 
YOU KNOW 
ALL THAT 
JUST BY 
LOOKING AT 
ITS FACE? 1 




























TWO 

HUNPREP? BY 
HIMSELF? I'VE 
BEEN IN A LOT 
OF HUNTING 
PARTIES AS A 
MATAGI, BUT 
WE HAVEN'T 
EVEN COME 
CLOSE TO 
KILLING THAT 
MANY! 








































...THEY 

STARTEP 

HUNTING 

LIVESTOCK. 


WHEN THE 
PEER PlEP 
OFF IN 
PROVES 
ANP THE 
WOLVES 
LOST 
THEIR , 
\ PREY... i 


1 HUMANS 
ANP THEIR 
TRAPS 

EXTERMINATEP 
THE REST 
\ OF THE 
\ WOLVES. / 













































































GO POWN?" 


THAT CUFF 


IS ALMOST 


VERTICAL/ 




























WHOA, 
WHAT 
THE HELL 
IS THAT? 


KUWAECAR5E // 

IS THE TECHNIQUE 
OF,SLIDING DOWN 7 
A SLOPE USING A 
HIKING'STICK MADE 
/,FROM/THE HARDY, / 
,TOUGH/WOOD'OF THE 
//JAPANESE/ALDER./// 


/AINU HUNTERS, 
//// WITH THEIR 
COURAGE AND 
SKILL, CAN 
DESCEND STEEP / 
SLOPES AT SPEEDS 
RIVALING THAT OF 
A SKIER. 

































WHERE'P 
IT GO? 


A-ASIRPA, 
WHERE’S 
THE PEER? 


IT SAW 

you 

ANP RAN 
UP THE 
OPPOSITE 
, SLOPE... 


NEVER 
IMAGINE!? 
IT HAP 
THAT 
MUCH 
ENERGY 
LEFT. / 


IT’S AN 
INCREPIBLY 
STRONG 
\ BUCK. 



























7 TAKE \ 
OFF YOUR COAT 
ANP PUT YOUR 
BACK AGAINST 
THE FIRE. IF 
you KEEP youR 
coat on, you 

WON'T ABSORB, 
THE HEAT AS/ 
WELL... // 


f ARE WE • 
REALLY 
GOING TO 
SPENP 
THE NIGHT 
UNPER 
, A BARE , 
k TREE? J 


WE AINU CALL 
IT SETiL/R 
SESBKKA, BACK 
SEARING. THEY 
SAY IF YOU 
WARM YOUR 
BACK, YOUR 
WHOLE BOPY 
WILL HEAT UP. 


IT'S SO 
COLP... 
















































NIHEI 

STYLE/ 


ROASTEP 
HEART! j 





















/ TURN THE \ 
I SMALL 
INTESTINES 
1NSIPE OUT 
, ANP WASH 
THEM WITH/ 
\ SNOW, j 



/ TAKE \ 

/ OUT THE \ 
COAGULATE!? 
BLOOP THAT’S 
GATHERED IN 
THE ABPOM1NAL 
CAVITy OF 
\ THE BEAR / 
\ ANP STUFF 
\ IT IN. / 



































r yOU'RE 
PRETTY 
QUIET. 
THE 
MATAGI 
UFE- 
STyLE 
REALLY 
HAS 
RUBBEP 
OFF ON 

you... ^ 


ONCE you 
GO INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS, 
YOU'RE 

FORBIPPEN TO 
SNEEZE OR 
EVEN COUGH, 
RIGHT? 


THOSE 

UTTERLY 

SILENT, 

ELITE 

HUNTERS. 




















































I’VE GOT MY 
>WN REASONS 
OR STAYING IN 
IE ARMY I WAS 
ILLY PREPARE!? 
0 ABANPON MY 
IOME IN AKITA. 


BUT WHEN I 


CAME TO THE 


MOUNTAINS, 


IT FELT LIKE A 


POISON PEEP 


INSIPE ME 


WAS SLOWLY 


SEEPING AWAY 
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EVERY PAY, 
POZENS OF 
WOLVES ATE 
THE POISON 
ANP PIEP. 


IN ORPER TO 
PROTECT HIS 
LIVESTOCK 
FROM WOLVES, 
HESPREAP 
STRYCHNINE- 
LACEP BAIT ALL 
OVER HIS RANCH, 
ANPHEAPVISEP 
OTHER RANCHES 
TO PO THE SAME. 


WELL, THE 
HOKKAIPO 
WOLVES WERE 
ACTUALLY 
FINISHED 
OFF BY AN 
AMERICAN WHO 
BUILT A RANCH 
UP HERE. 





















LOOK, 
SUG1MOTO. 
MOKE PEER 
OSOMA. 






























/ IF WE ' 
/ FLUSH 
"J HIM OUT 
/ . i FROM 
/ HE LL CUT T u at 
ACROSS THE T Upp , 
FIELP OF 1 Kfcfc "V 

SNOW ANP 
HEAP FOR THE \ 

, NEXT BUNCH / 

\ OF TREES. / 

















LOOK AT 
HIS CUTE 
LITTLE 
ANUS, 
TANIGAKI. 


RYU IS X 
STILL 
YOUNG, 
BUT HE’S 
ONE 
PAMNEP 
GOOP 
HUNTING 
POG.../ 


/ HE 
CAN PICK 
OUT THE 
FRESHEST, 
STRONGEST 
SCENT 
FROM A 
JUMBLE OF 
SEPARATE 
PEER 

\ TRACKS. 7 





















































GET 

REAPY, 

SUGIMOTO. 

PON'T 

MISS! 


HERE IT 
COMES! 



wi i. n ;ir w ^ uni 


F¥Jl 

»\A\ hi . miii; mu ////// // /cs- m 
























































































WHO A A! 


WHAT 
IS HE 
P01NG? 


























1&TAX! 


























































































THIS 



WE'LL EAT 
ITS MEAT, 
AS WILL 
OTHER 
ANIMALS... 


WARMS 
you IN ITS 
PEATH, 
SUGIMOTO 


THE REST 
OF ITS 
BOPy WILL 
GIVE LIFE 
TO THE 
TREES, THE 
GRASS ANP 
THE SOIL. 


THE 
PEER'S 
LIFE HAP 
MEANING. 


THAT 

WARMTH 

REACHES 

you, 

WARMS 
you ANP 
gives you 
LIFE. 


■M 

:: ; 


—+~- 

%; "t" 

V .-i 

^ \' 


/ 

























Chapter 55: Yuk 






THE MEAT 
OF A PEER 
THAT WAS 
1NJUREP 
BUT NOT 
KILLEP 
SOON 
AFTER... 


RECLINES 

IN 

QUALITY 

ANP 

FLAVOR... 


THE 

LIVER, 

ESPECIALLY. 



SINCE 
MOST 
GLYCOGEN 
IS MADE 
AND STORED 
IN THE 
LIVER, IT IS 
AFFECTED 


STRESS 
CAUSES : 
GLYCOGEN i 
WITHIN 
THE 

MUSCLES l 
TO BE 
USED 
UP. 












































BROWN BEARS 
ARE SO TENACIOUS 
THAT THEVLL 
SLEEP ON TOP OF 
HALF-EATEN PREy 
SO THAT NOTHING 
ELSE CAN GET TO 
IT. SOMETIMES, 


























THIS IS 
HEAVV- 
SOO 
HEAW- 


f WE’RE 
EATING 
THE 

BRAIN, SO 
WE NEEP 
TO TAKE 
\THE HEAP 
k TOO. 







































THEY PIP 
A HALF- 
ASSEP 
JOB Of 
CLEANING 
UP AFTER 
THEM- 
k SELVES. , 


fTHOSE 
MARKS 
ARE 
FROM A 
TYPE 30 
i RIFLE... 


f ANP If 
THOSE \ 
PRINTS 5 
ARE MAPE 
BY A MAN 
WEARING 
BOOTS 
ANP A 
CHILP WITH I 
PEERSKIN / 
\ SHOES./, 


/ NORMALLY, \ 
/ IF YOU HAP \ 
MORE MEAT 
THAN YOU COULP 
CARRY YOU 
IA/OULP HANG IT 
FROM A TREE 
OR SUBMERGE 
IT IN A RIVER SO . 
\ THAT ANIMALS / 
\ COULPN'T / 
\ GET TO IT. / 


IT'S \ 
THOSE 
TWO 

FROM THE 
OTHER 
PAX £ 




IT’S TOO FAR 
FOR ME TO 
RECOGNIZE 
THE FACES, 
BUT ONE 
OF THEM IS 
WEARING A 
SOLPIER’S 
UNIFORM... 


IT POESN’T 
LOOK LIKE 
THEY'RE 
FOLLOWING 
OUR TRACKS. 


THEY MIGHT 
BE JUST A 
COUPLE OF 
HUNTERS. 




























/' V PO 

/ THE ONE ynu 
/ WHO WAS 
THERE WHEN ™tAN 
THE WOLF THAT 
\ ATTACKED AINU 

\ you? a girl? 


I'M NOT 
SURE WHy, 
BUT THE 
WOLF POES 
NOT SEEM 
TO BE 
AFRA1P OF 


IT MIGHT 
COME BACK 
TO EAT 
SOME OF 


PROBABLy 
LEFT THE MEAT 
BEHINP FOR 
THE WOLF TO 
EAT, BUT IT 
SENSEP US 
COMING ANP 
RAN AWAy. 





































w; 



TVS BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR you 
GUYS TO 
SHOW UP/ 


OH, ITS 
JUST 
SHIRA1SHL 











r yOU’RE 
RIGHT, 
SH1RAISH1. 

you 

REALLY PIP 
COME AT 
AGOOP 
, TIME. , 

























HERE 

ARE SOME 
PEER'S 
LUNGS. WE 
EAT THESE 
RAW, TOO. 

















































ANP 

just so you 
wiMpy cuy 
Boys CAN 
STOMACH IT, 
I SEAREP IT 
A BIT WITH A 
PASH OF 
SALT. 


SHIRAISHI’S 
BEING ALL 
WHINy, SO 
WE’LL EAT 
THE MEAT 
HE WANTS 
SO BAP/ 


THIS IS 
FROM THE 
BACK OF 
THE PEER. 
IT’S THE 
BEST 
PART/ 


NOW EAT i 

up, you / 

.SCUMBAGS/// 













































































































/ I HAPPEN 
TO KNOW 
/ WHO THAT 

euy is 

QUITE 

WE WERE WELL... 
BOTH IN 
ABASHIRl 
PRISON 
TOGETHER. / 

























MS IT TRUE ™ so 
THAT THE jAnSaKI 
MATAGI WASH ,AN,t7AK ‘ u 
THEMSELVES 
WITH COLP , 

WATER k* X 
BEFORE 4 

GOING OUT i \\ 

\ON A HUNT? 4 \ 





SEEMS LIKE 
EVERY BELIEF 
YOU MATAGI 
HAVE REVOLVES 
AROUNP 
RATIONALIZING 
THE HUNT. 

































































TUBMAN 
WHO MAKBS 
HIBERNATING 
BEARS 
COWER IN 
i PEAR. 


TUB 

NIGHTMARE 

BEAR 

HUNTER... 

TBTSUZO 

NIHEI. 






































IFEEL MORE 
GUILTy WHEN I 
KILL ANIMALS 
THAN I PIP 
ABOUT KILLING 
THOSE FOOLS. 


THAT WAS 
THE RESULT 
OF A SQUABBLE 
BETWEEN MEN 
BL1NPEP BY 
\ GREEP. 




TANIGAKI 
, THE 
MATAGI? 


OR 

TANIGAKI 

THE 

SOLPIER? 


so, you 

GOING TO 
SHOOT 
ME ANP 
SKIN ME, 
THEN? 


will you 

GO BACK 
TO THE 
ARMy? 


WHICH IS 
STANDING 
IN FRONT 
OF ME 
RIGHT 
NOW? 




I 
























TETSUZO 

NIHEL. 


I’VE 

HEARP 

THAT 

NAME 

BEFORE. 


pip you 

SAY 

SOME¬ 

THING, 

AS1RPA? 























7 IT WAS > 
/ SPRING, \ 
ANP I HAP 
TRACKEP 
POWN ANP 
KILLEP A BEAR 
RIGHT OUT OF 
> HIBERNATION / 


/ I WAS \ 
RIGHT 
IN THE 
MIPPLE OF 
BUTCHERING, 
\ IT, WHEN... L 



V..A BULLET7 
RICOCHETEP 
OFF THE 
GROUNP AT 
My FEET. THEN 
I HEARP THE 
GUNSHOT 
\ OFF IN THE / 

pistance. ^ 


AT THAT 
MOMENT, I 
REALIZEP 
THAT I 
WAS BEING 
TARGETEP. 


THE 

COWARPS 
THAT STEAL 
FROM 
HUNTERS? 


SO, THESE 
ARE THE 
Guys 
I’VE BEEN 
HEARING 
y. ABOUT... j 













CAN YOU 
HEAR ME, 

you 

WORTH¬ 

LESS 

THIEVES 









































I WONT 1 
EVEN USE 
A GUN ONy 

you... you 

LOWLIFES/ 
PONT / 
PESERVE 
L IT// 


CONSIPER 
! THAT 
SHOT... 


I’LL y 
JUSTV 
BEAT 

you 

FUCKERS 

TO 

PEATH/ 


...THE 
OPENING 
OF HUNTING 
SEASON/ 


OVER TUB 
C0UX9B0F 
TUB NBXT 
TUZBB 
PAYS, I 
UUNTBP 
TUBM 

pom, ONB 
BY ONB... 


...ANP 
CLUBBBP 
TUBM TO 
PBATU. 










x 



// BUT Vi 
/ THE LAST y 
' 6UY (507 \ 
LUCKY. THE 
POLICE WERE 
ROUNPINGUP 
POACHERS 

IN THE I 
MOUNTAINS, 

\ ANPHE L 
A RAN INTO // 

twbm. m 


BUT yOU'RE A 
BIT TOO LATE/ W 
LOOKSLIKE * 
WE'LL HAVE TO 
SETTLE THIS f 
ANOTHER TIME/ ) 


hah, you 

FINALLy 
MAPE IT, 
N1HEI/ 


HEy, 

you/ 

PROP 

THE 

CLUB/ 


/ V WE’LL 
■ HANPLE 
IT FROM 
WA HA HERE. 
HA HA 
HA! \ 


' I KNOW 
YOU'RE 
ANGRY, 
BUT YOU 
NEEPTO 
STEP ; 
\ BACK, i 


STOP/ 










I'M MORE 
TENACIOUS 
THAN ANY 
BEAR. 


BUT I'M 
NOT A 
BEAR. I’M 
A HUMAN 
BEING... 


/ ANP THE \ 
f PRICE I ' 
PA1P FOR 
FOLLOWING 
TUB LAW 
Of TUB 
MOUNTAIN 


ANP 

HUMAN 

BEINGS 

HAVE 

HUMAN 

LAWS. 


...WAS 
TO BE 
SENT TO 
ABASHIRl 
PRISON. 














I WANT TO 
PIE OUT 
HERE, IN THE 
WILPERNE8S. 

QO T 

ESCAPER 


ONE PAY 
I'll FALL 
IN BATTLE, 
ANP THE 
ANIMALS 
WILL 

TEAR MY 
BOPY TO 
PIECES... 


IT’S AN 
IPEAL 
PEATH. 


f THE 
ANIMALS WILL 
TURN ME INTO 
SHIT, ANP 
SPREAP ME 
ALL OVER THE 
MOUNTAINS. 
I'LL BECOME 
. A PART OF 
i NATURE. J 


you 

UNPERSTANP 
WHAT I MEAN, 
PON’T you? 


TANIOAK1 

THE 

MATAOI? 











































THERE 
IT IS... 
ANOTHER 
CLUE 
TO THE 
60LP.J 



































































































YOU'RE N 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 
CAN CONFIRM 
WHETHER OR 
NOT THAT GUY 
IS TETSUZO 
N1HEI, 

REMEMBER? 


WHY VO 
I HAVE 
TO COME 
ALONG? 























Chapter 27: The 5cent of Killing 














SO IF 

THAT WOLF 
ACTUALLY 
REALIZE? 
WE WERE 
USING THE 
CARCASS 
TO SET A 
TRAP... 


...THEN HE’S 
TERRIFYINGLY 
CLEVER. 

























/ you KNOW, \ 

/ TANIGAKI... IT \ 
- SEEMS THAT 
My SENSE OF 
SMELL IS MUCH 
SHARPER THAN- 
THE AVERAGE 
\ HUMAN'S. / 



WE HAP HER 
SLEEPING ON THE 
VERANPA WHEN I 
NOTICEP A GIANT 
HORNET HAP 
\ LANPEPON 
HERs FACE. j 


\REMEMBER* 

f'WHENM'fa 

r /PAUGHTER\ 

. WAS S TILL ] 
\p5USTA\ 
Y BABY... 




























...NO 
MATTER 
WHAT IT 
TAKES. 


y >*« 










































' THAT 
BEHAVIOR 
IS PROBABLy 
AWAY 
FOR THEM 
TO PUSH 
INTRUDERS 
OUT OF 
THEIR 
TERRITORY 


IT'S 
ONE OF 
A WOLF’S 
HABITS, I 
SUPPOSE. 






























L 



ms 

fH* TEMPERATURE 
iicCFn IS VERY HIGH, 

tomakf m THE 
'ZZff SMOKE RISES 
S STRAIGHT 
SIGNALS. m m 

INTO THE 


WOLF 

FECES 

CONTAIN 

A HIGH 
AMOUNT 

OF NITRIC 


ACID (AN 
INGREDIENT 

IN 

GUNPOWDER). 

AIR WITHOUT 































...POWNON 


AFTER 


THE GROUNP 


CAREFUL 


TIMING 


TANlGAKI 


PLACES 


MESS 


KIT... 



TANlGAKI 
STOPS 
WALKING, 
TO KEEP 
THE WOLF 
FOLLOWING 
US AT A 
PISTANCE. 



































LIKE A POG, 

IF A WOLF IS 
BUSY SNIFFING 
WITH ITS 
NOSE TO THE 
GROUNP... 


...ITS 

AWARENESS 
OF WHAT 
IS ABOVE 
SHOULP BE 
PULL. 


I MUST 
SUBPUEMY 
OVER- 1 
WHELMING 
URGE TO , 
KILL... 


wANizm 

{become* 

moHEm 

mrmm 

W?EES*T; 


SPEAKING £ 
> OF-POGSM 
’ WHERE. Pm 
\THATjMUm 


WELL, 

SINCE HE'S 
NOT HERE, 
IT'S EASIER 
FORME 
TO STAY 
HIPPEN. 


















































































ONEiWITHlj* 
JHElTREES*. 
JSP ONEiWITHB 
SrUEiTZBES* 
&ZHNNGHRRM 


mm s 


mu. 


PONT 

COMB 

OUT! 


PIP HE 
SENSE MY 
KILLING 
SCENT? 

I MUST 
CONTROL 
MYSELF! 


























































^ \ (( 


f LOOKS 
LIKE 

WE’VE GOT, 
l COMPANY. / 





















TOSS 
THAT SUN 
OVER 
HERE. 


NO 

WONPER 
THE WOLF 
WOULPN’T 
SHOW 
HIMSELF... 


THERE’S \ 
NO SENSE 
BECOMING 
ONE WITH 
TREES WHEN 
YOU’RE THERE 
ESSENTIALLY 
. GUSHING 
\ WITH AN / 
URGE TO 
\ KILL. A 






































YOU PON T 


LOOK LIKE A 


PETTY THIEF 


TOME 
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